THE FAMILY COURT OF THE NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON








THE HONORABLE DEBRA MATTHEWS
JANUARY 26TH – 30TH,2026
COURTROOM 2E
Link to Virtual Courtroom- Virtual Courtroom >
EMERGENCY JUDGE MONDAY - THURSDAY

01/23/2026
 






Administrative Assistant: Nickey Bradford (843) 958-4439
	Court Reporter: Sharon L. Vizer            
	                            Monday, January 26, 2026                                                     
	     Break Times: 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

	Time
	Docket No
	Caption
	Hearing Participants
	Attorney\GAL

	9:00 AM - 9:30 AM EMERGENCY HEARINGS          

	9:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
(A)FOUR DAY FINAL TRIAL

	2023DR1003562
110 - Divorce
	ANDREW J MCMARLIN, Plaintiff

vs.

AMY LYNN SALZHAUER, Defendant
	 (P)  ANDREW J MCMARLIN 
 (D)  AMY LYNN SALZHAUER 
	 (P) Rachel Katharine Lafferty 
 (P) Joseph P. Cerato 
 (D) Mary J Murray 
 (D) Keely M. Carter 
 (D) Jerry Nicholas Theos 
 (D) Giulia Scalco Leonard 

	Comments: NAAR.

	9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
(B)THREE HOURS RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

	2022DR1001820
110 - Divorce
	Mariela Cox-Dunne, Plaintiff

vs.

James Dunne, Defendant
	 (P)  Mariela  Cox-Dunne 
 (D)  James  Dunne 
	 (P) Chris G. Jacob 
 (D) Eric Salisbury Durand 

	Comments:

	2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
(B)TWO HOURS RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

	2018DR1002178
110 - Divorce
	GARRETT RUST, Plaintiff

vs.

CARL RUST, III, Defendant
	 (P)  GARRETT  RUST 
 (D)  CARL  RUST III
	 (P) Margaret Fanning Horn 
 (D) Shannon Phillips Jones 
 (D) Michael W. Sautter 

	Comments: NMPF.

	

	
	


	Court Room: 2E-Charleston    
Court Reporter: Sharon L. Vizer            
	                             Judge: Debra A. Matthews
                            Tuesday, January 27, 2026                                                     
	     Break Times: 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

	Time
	Docket No
	Caption
	Hearing Participants
	Attorney\GAL

	9:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
(A)FOUR DAY FINAL TRIAL
	2023DR1003562
110 - Divorce
	ANDREW J MCMARLIN, Plaintiff

vs.

AMY LYNN SALZHAUER, Defendant
	 (P)  ANDREW J MCMARLIN 
 (D)  AMY LYNN SALZHAUER 
	 (P) Rachel Katharine Lafferty 
 (P) Joseph P. Cerato 
 (D) Mary J Murray 
 (D) Keely M. Carter 
 (D) Jerry Nicholas Theos 
 (D) Giulia Scalco Leonard 

	Comments: SEE MONDAY JANUARY 26TH,2026 ABOVE.

	9:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
(B)THREE DAY FINAL TRIAL

	2024DR1002781
615 - Modification of Custody/Visitation
	Adam Garren, Plaintiff

vs.

Niki Offerman, Defendant
	 (P)  Adam  Garren 
 (D)  Niki  Offerman 
	 (P) William Sylvester Hammett III
 (P) Deanne M. Gray 
 (GAL)  Elizabeth J. Stringer 
 (D) Adam  Owensby 

	Comments:

	9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
(C)THREE HOURS RULE TO SHOW CAUSE

	2020DR1001225
130 - Separate Support and Maintenance
	JENNIFER HOUSTON, Plaintiff

vs.

JASON HOUSTON, Defendant
	 (P)  JENNIFER  HOUSTON 
 (D)  JASON  HOUSTON 
	 (P) Taylor Barbara Ambrosius 
 (P) Alexander Blair Cash 

	Comments: 2025-DR-10-16 RELATED CASE. SEE BELOW.

	9:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
(C)THREE HOURS RULE TO SHOW CAUSE
	2025DR1000016
799 - Miscellaneous Actions - Other
	Jennifer Houston, Plaintiff

vs.

Jason Houston, Defendant
	 (P)  Jennifer  Houston 
 (D)  Jason  Houston 
	
	Comments: SEE 2020-DR-10-1225 ABOVE.

	2:00 PM - 5:00 PM 
(C)THREE HOURS RULE TO SHOW CAUSE
	2021DR1000169
130 - Separate Support and Maintenance
	ALLISON L KANE, Plaintiff

vs.

CHRISTOPHER W KANE, Defendant
	 (P)  ALLISON L KANE 
 (D)  CHRISTOPHER W KANE 
	 (P) Samantha Fortier Hattaway 
 (P) Marie-Louise  Ramsdale 
 (D) Julianne Meggs Stokes 
 (D) Jerry Nicholas Theos 
 (D) Ashley N Rummell 
  

	Comments: NMPF.

	

	
	


	Court Room: 2E-Charleston    
Court Reporter: Sharon L. Vizer            
	                             Judge: Debra A. Matthews
                            Wednesday, January 28, 2026                                                     
	     Break Times: 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

	Time
	Docket No
	Caption
	Hearing Participants
	Attorney\GAL

	9:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
(A)FOUR DAY FINAL TRIAL
	2023DR1003562
110 - Divorce
	ANDREW J MCMARLIN, Plaintiff

vs.

AMY LYNN SALZHAUER, Defendant
	 (P)  ANDREW J MCMARLIN 
 (D)  AMY LYNN SALZHAUER 
	 (P) Rachel Katharine Lafferty 
 (P) Joseph P. Cerato 
 (D) Mary J Murray 
 (D) Keely M. Carter 
 (D) Jerry Nicholas Theos 
 (D) Giulia Scalco Leonard 

	Comments: SEE MONDAY JANUARY 26TH,2026 ABOVE.

	9:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
(B)THREE DAY FINAL TRIAL
	2024DR1002781
615 - Modification of Custody/Visitation
	Adam Garren, Plaintiff

vs.

Niki Offerman, Defendant
	 (P)  Adam  Garren 
 (D)  Niki  Offerman 
	 (P) William Sylvester Hammett III
 (P) Deanne M. Gray 
 (GAL)  Elizabeth J. Stringer 
 (D) Adam  Owensby 

	Comments: SEE TUESDAY JANUARY 27TH,2026 ABOVE.

	

	
	


	Court Room: 2E-Charleston    
Court Reporter: Sharon L. Vizer            
	                             Judge: Debra A. Matthews
                            Thursday, January 29, 2026                                                     
	     Break Times: 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

	Time
	Docket No
	Caption
	Hearing Participants
	Attorney\GAL

	9:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
(A)FOUR DAY FINAL TRIAL
	2023DR1003562
110 - Divorce
	ANDREW J MCMARLIN, Plaintiff

vs.

AMY LYNN SALZHAUER, Defendant
	 (P)  ANDREW J MCMARLIN 
 (D)  AMY LYNN SALZHAUER 
	 (P) Rachel Katharine Lafferty 
 (P) Joseph P. Cerato 
 (D) Mary J Murray 
 (D) Keely M. Carter 
 (D) Jerry Nicholas Theos 
 (D) Giulia Scalco Leonard 

	Comments: SEE MONDAY JANUARY 26TH,2026 ABOVE.

	9:30 AM - 5:00 PM 
(B)THREE DAY FINAL TRIAL
	2024DR1002781
615 - Modification of Custody/Visitation
	Adam Garren, Plaintiff

vs.

Niki Offerman, Defendant
	 (P)  Adam  Garren 
 (D)  Niki  Offerman 
	 (P) William Sylvester Hammett III
 (P) Deanne M. Gray 
 (GAL)  Elizabeth J. Stringer 
 (D) Adam  Owensby 

	Comments: SEE TUESDAY JANUARY 27TH,2026 ABOVE.

	9:30 AM - 10:30 AM 
(C)ONE HOUR FINAL SIJS HEARING
SEE COMMENT BELOW:

	2025DR1002862
799 - Miscellaneous Actions - Other
	Laura Reyes Perez, Plaintiff

vs.

Raul Monter Rios, Defendant
	 (P)  Laura  Reyes Perez 
 (D)  Raul  Monter Rios 
	 (P) Brian E. Thompson 

	Comments: ATTORNEY THOMPSON TO APPEAR VIRTUALLY.

	2:00 PM - 4:00 PM 
(C)TWO HOURS FINAL HEARING

	2025DR1002146
615 - Modification of Custody/Visitation
	AARON ETHRIDGE, Plaintiff

vs.

STEPHANIE LYONS, Defendant
	 (P)  AARON  ETHRIDGE 
 (D)  STEPHANIE  LYONS 
	 (P) Hannah Elizabeth Kingery 
 (GAL)  Rebecca Leigh Cutler 

	Comments: NAAR.

	

	
	


	Court Room: 2E-Charleston    
Court Reporter: Sharon L. Vizer            
	                             Judge: Debra A. Matthews
                            Friday, January 30, 2026                                                     
	     Break Times: 12:30 PM - 2:00 PM

	Time
	Docket No
	Caption
	Hearing Participants
	Attorney\GAL

	9:00 AM - 10:00 AM EMERGENCY/EXPEDITED HEARING          

	9:00 AM – 10:00 AM 
45 Minutes 
Expedited
2025DR1002475
699 - Custody/Visitation - Other
 
ANGELYNA RAGSDALE, Plaintiff

vs.

AUSTIN GOMEZ, Defendant
 
(P) ANGELYNA RAGSDALE 
(D) AUSTIN GOMEZ 

(P) Mary Kathryn Schmutz 
(GAL) Jacqueline Bond Anthony 
(D) David Wilson Dunlavey 

Comments: TWO EXPEDITED MOTIONS. NGJM.

	10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
15 Minutes 
Final
	2025DR1000204
110 - Divorce
	Karen Ann Chizmadia, Plaintiff

vs.

Stephen James Chizmadia, III, Defendant
	 (P)  Karen Ann Chizmadia 
 (D)  Stephen James Chizmadia III
	 (P) Kristina Lynette Jarvis 
 (D) Britton Mason Hawk 

	Comments:

	10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
15 Minutes 
Final
	2025DR1002765
130 - Separate Support and Maintenance
	Christopher Joseph Dodson, Plaintiff

vs.

Sarah Rachelle Dodson, Defendant
	 (P)  Christopher Joseph Dodson 
 (D)  Sarah Rachelle Dodson 
	 (P) Daryn Ruth Barker 

	Comments:

	10:00 AM - 11:00 AM
15 Minutes 
Final
	2025DR1002596
110 - Divorce
	Elijah Robins, Plaintiff

vs.

Kelly Hart, Defendant
	 (P)  Elijah  Robins 
 (D)  Kelly  Hart 
	 (P) J. Michael DeTreville 

	Comments:

	10:00 AM – 11:00 AM 
15 Minutes 
Final
	2025DR1001901
110 - Divorce
	CLAYTON ROBERT FORD, Plaintiff

vs.

SANA MONICA PATARI PEDRO, Defendant
	 (P)  CLAYTON ROBERT FORD 
 (D)  SANA MONICA PATARI PEDRO 
	 (P) Thomas C. Nelson 

	Comments:

	11:00 AM - 12:00 PM
30 Minutes 
Adoption
	2025DR1002724
Confidential
740 - Adoption
	**** Confidential ****
	**** Confidential ****
	 (P) Thomas C. Nelson 

	Comments:

	11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
30 Minutes 
Final
	2025DR1002098
610 - Child Custody/Visitation
	DAVID OMAR DRAYTON, Plaintiff

vs.

TORQUILLA EDWARDS, Defendant
	 (P)  DAVID OMAR DRAYTON 
 (D)  TORQUILLA  EDWARDS 
	
	Comments:

	12:00 PM - 12:30 PM EMERGENCY/EXPEDITED HEARINGS          

	
	

	
	


